The Schools At Somerhill Newsletter
Volume 15, Issue # 3, 7th November 2011

Derwent Lodge and Yardley Court sent two teams
each to the annual Sutton Valence Maths Race for
Ul3 and U12 Teams. In the Under 12 competition
all three teams competed well with the Derwent
Lodge Year Six team finishing just outside of the
placings in fourth place. In the Under 13 competi-
tion the reigning champions from last year's U12
competition - Yardley Court, were under pressure
from Mr Holmes to defend their title. After a slow
start, trailing Marlborough House for the first ten
minutes, they pulled away for a comfortable 25
point win. Well done to all sixteen children for
representing the school so well!

Following their visit to the
Shipbourne market, the Re-
ception classes held their
own Farmers' Market on
Wednesday 19th  October.
The children made pizza,

§ apple muffins, honey bis-
'8 cuits and sandwiches,
‘!_ and prepared baked apples
3" - and created shoe box farms
A b t0 sell. They had a busy af-
. ternoon shopping and a

¥ great time was had by all.
o
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Don’t forget those covered and
filled shoeboxes need to be left in
Reception by Friday, 18 Novem-
ber please to make our collection
date. Many thanks.




SOMERHILL FIREWORK
DISPLAY

The Somerhill fireworks were
just as spectacular this year as
they have been previously (as
gauged by the oohs and ahs) and
fortunately the weather was much
better than forecast.

N | Many thanks to all the families

who joined us for the display and
the bonfire (with guy!). I would
particularly like to thank the
grounds and maintenance team
for their sterling efforts in the car
parks, and the ladies of the SSPA
for providing the much needed
hotdogs and mulled wine.

‘Cucumkhamun’ VIII - The boys of Year Four have
mummified the eighth cucumber to be slaughtered in
Mr Shute's classroom! After forty days and forty nights
the cucumbers will hopefully have had all of their
moisture absorbed by the salt, in a similar way to how
the Egyptians mummified their Pharaohs.

Food for the brain...Start your morning off with
cereal and a new library book!

SAS are collecting the Nestle cereal box top to-
kens which will enable us to add wonderful new
library books to our collection.

Please hand in any tokens and by March we
should have a big bowlful to spend on books.

Susan Smith, Librarian

L2

A few reminders from the Parents’ Association

Pre-orders for Somerhill Christmas cards due in by 11™ November at the latest — samples available in

Reception and the pre-prep courtyard.

Look out for a flyer about the forthcoming Christmas Fair — and make sure the date is in your diary (26"
November). With some great new stalls, and lots of the old favourites, your children won’t want to miss

it!

Plans for our annual Burns Night festivities are progressing well... so mark the date in your diary now

(28™ January). More details to follow soon.

Next Classifieds will be issued week commencing Sth December, deadline for copy 1st December.




GIFTED AND TALENTED COURSES

On 19 November 2011, Explorers Club visits Tunbridge
Wells where they will present a day of Science and Art
workshops, for 4-14 year olds

Weather Phenomena

A fun workshop filled with creative activities -

make your own tornado in a bottle,

create a weather vane,

design a rain gauge, and more!

Test what you’ve made, and learn more about weather phe-
nomena!

Bio Science

Anatomy and Physiology

Have you ever wondered what goes on inside your own
body?

Time to figure it out!

For age 10+ only

Sketching master class

Learn techniques in form, colour, shading, mark making,
and how to put together a composition quickly.

The perfect workshop for learning how to sketch on the go.

For further details, have a look at
www.nagcewestkent.btck.co.uk, pick up a flyer from Mrs
Wilkes in Reception, or email Mrs Jennings on tjen-
nings@somerhill.org

Kindergarten children had fun celebrating the Diwali festi-
val of light recently. We dressed up and tasted some Indian
food. We also made Divas from modelling material and
designed some rangoli patterns on the computer.

Awful Egyptians - The Year Four boys went to Lon-
don to see the Horrible Histories Awful Egyptian per-
formance on one of the lovely autumn days we had in
October. On return to Somerhill they played a few
games of 'Kick the Can' instead of doing their usual
Games session.

The Fairtrade

t
sale held before \ Guarantees
half term raised a ) a better deal
whopping £340. Y | for Third World
This will enable

many farmers to  [EgA\YNVAN] S Producers

send their children to school and will provide water
for several families. Thank you to all who gave so
generously. There will be a Fairtrade sale at the
Christmas Fair for those of you who missed this
one.

CHRISTMAS CARDS - DERWENT LODGE

DL girls are again being asked to produce a sin-
gle card to be displayed to the whole school,
rather than sending individual cards to every-
one! A donation of £1.00 will secure a card and
display place. The DL school council will vote
on a charity to benefit from the monies raised.
Please may we ask you to encourage your
daughter to take this option for sending her
Christmas greetings to all her friends.



http://www.nagcwestkent.btck.co.uk/
mailto:tjennings@somerhill.org
mailto:tjennings@somerhill.org

YC Y8 French Trip, October 2011
In the three days before half term our Years 7 and 8 boys enjoyed a most successful trip to Normandy and represented
us very well there. On the way down we took in the Agincourt museum and battlefield and on the way back we
stopped at Vimy Ridge, the World War I site, to visit the cemetery and trench system still preserved there.
Tuesday was spent in Rouen in our partner school, College Jean Lecanuet . We were gathered in a large classroom at
the beginning of the day and some of the boys gave a presentation of their school, then their French penfriends did
the same. At lunch the boys paired with their respective pen friends, taking our pupils a little beyond their language
comfort zone in many cases! After lunch they had plenty of time to get to know their pen friends and some of the
boys attended various lessons. They thought that the French teachers were strict but particularly enjoyed a lesson in
which they played charades!
While we were in Rouen we visited the Cathedral and talked about Joan of Arc and then there was some shopping
time (the boys managed to procure some of the largest croissants any of the teachers had ever seen!)
Well done to all our chaps and a special thanks to all accompanying teachers!

Year One enjoyed painting volcanoes and making clay volcanoes as part of their dinosaur topic. The children
were very excited to see the volcanoes erupt (with a little help from bicarbonate of soda and vinegar!)




U10 Isle of Wight Netball Tour.
How glad were we that the unsea-
sonably warm weather continued
for the U10 Isle of Wight Netball §=
tour! Last year, we 'made friends' &

with Westbourne House, Chiches- -
ter and we accepted their kind of- BE_==rme
fer to play a training match en ._j;; —
route to the Isle of Wight. The Sl
hospitality afforded to us was . -
lovely and, even though we lost, &
we were pleased to meet up again. ==
After a delicious hot lunch we g
trundled off to Southampton to g
catch the ferry to the Isle of
Wight.

The United Kingdom Sailing
Academy once again provided a
first class venue, and the team were suitably entertained in activities including egg-drops, crabbing, a
scavenger hunt and pool games over the two evenings. A spot of retail therapy in Cowes provided ideal
relaxation before the Ryde School netball tournament after lunch.

There were some excellent teams from Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex, and after winning every match in
the first round, DL once again found themselves in the play-off for the Shield. Overall, the team won &
matches, lost 1, and drew 2-2 against Westbourne House, who won the tournament, just one point ahead
of DL! A sailing session on Sunday proved to be highly entertaining for all concerned and the girls are to
be congratulated on their keen sense of fun and their ability to laugh at each other and themselves whilst
somehow managing not to capsize a single boat in a gusting Force 5!

YC SWIMMING V NEW BEACON

On Tuesday 1st November the Year 7 &
8s took on the mighty swimmers of New
Beacon. Unfortunately Yardley Court lost
overall, however it was a very close and

. \ o L ' exciting gala! The racing was fast and
St Michael's U10 Five-a-Side tournament furious with some outstanding perfor-

Yardley Court sent two five-a-side teams to the annual St| | 120ces from the boys; Jack Harvey win-
Michael's tournament in October. The A Team played well ning the UI2's 25m freestyle and back-
but just missed a place in the plate competition coming third stroke, Nico Riordan winning the U12's
in their group. The B Team played well throughout their| |55 breaststroke and Iain Lewis winning
tournament and ended up winning the plate final, only losing| |6 U13's 25m freestyle and backstroke.
to Russell House throughout the morning.

The boys all swam extremely well despite
having not trained for a while. Rest as-
sured we will achieve victory over New
Beacon one day!




Senior Inter-House Hockey Tournament

The senior inter-House hockey tournament was
very exciting; every girl in Years 5 and 6 played
either on the astro or in the Bickmore Hall. In the
'A" section goals were in short supply and strong
attacking moves that one would have expected to
result in goals proved in vain. Superb goalkeeping
from all Houses resulted in only 5 goals scored in
6 matches. Coniston just beat Ullswater on goal
difference to win the 'A' tournament. Ullswater
were runaway winners in the 'B' tournament, win-
ning all three matches. Congratulations to Katie
Howgill who dominated the attack indoors. Once
all the points had been added together Ullswater
emerged as winners of the senior tournament this
year.

Sutton Valence U11 Hockey Tournament
Derwent Lodge played exceptionally well in the
Sutton Valence hockey tournament. As a result of
great teamwork and superb skills they emerged as
winners of their section, without conceding a sin-
gle goal. They beat Marlborough House and St
Michael’s, and drew with Junior Kings, Ashford
Friars and Dulwich Prep. In the semi-final (with a
couple of the team carrying injuries) we lost 1-0 to
Kent College Canterbury, so finished equal 3rd
overall. This young team has much talent and can
look forward to the County tournament next week,
when most of these teams will meet again to battle
it out on the astro. The Canterbury teams are noto-
riously strong and to achieve the results that we
did was most pleasing.

IAPS Cross-Country
512 runners took part in the Sth IAPS District 2 event held on
the Parkland just before half term. The weather was rather
disappointing, considering our Indian summer, but did noth-
ing to dampen the spirit of the competitors. YC and DL were
once again contenders, and every one of our 40 runners did
their best. In the team events, YC had a convincing win in the
U13 boys race, 25 points ahead of DCPS. YC U9 and Ul1
teams both finished as runners-up. DL Ul1l's were 3rd, and
the U9 team was 4th. Harry Rees and Kathleen Faes won in-
dividual Gold medals in their races, with Kathleen 24 se-
conds ahead of her closest rival! Miles Christian won a Silver
medal, and Harry Yorke and David Wil-
kinson Bronze medals in their races. We are
very proud of all our runners, and there was a
real sense of camaraderie and re-
| spect between the boys and girls who enthu-
siastically cheered each other on and support-
ed each other after the races.




