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Introduction 
 
The prime aim of the curriculum at Somerhill is to provide full time supervised education for 
pupils aged rising 3s to 13, in the case of boys, and 11 in the case of girls, which gives pupils 
experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, PSHE including RSE, physical 
and aesthetic and creative education, pursuing high individual achievement. The core skills of 
speaking and listening, literacy and numeracy are emphasised. The principal language of 
instruction is English. We also emphasise achievement in its broadest sense - whether pupils 
are studying academic subjects, sport, music, technology, drama or art, developing a 
sensitivity to other people and the environment, gaining knowledge and skills for life in British 
society and a global workplace, or developing responsibility and confidence to make informed 
decisions about their lives.  We aim to challenge our pupils and give them opportunities for 
independent learning through a broad and balanced curriculum. The school develops the 
individual and prepares pupils for the next stages of education and beyond. We aim to ensure 
that all pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress during throughout their time 
at Somerhill. 
 

Our curriculum aims to:  

• be balanced and broadly based 

• provide equal access and opportunity 

• ensure progression and continuity 

• provide appropriate differentiated support for pupils including those with Special 
Educational Needs. 

 
The school does all it can to meet the individual needs of every child.  If a child displays signs 
of having difficulties with their learning, then his/her teacher makes an assessment of this 
need and refers them to the Head of Learning Support for further assessment.  We comply 
with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice in providing for children with 
special needs.   
In order to help children who have special educational needs, the school will adopt a 
graduated response that recognises that there is a continuum of special educational needs 
and brings increasingly specialist expertise to bear on the difficulties that a child may be 
experiencing.  
 
Should any pupil in the school have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan the needs of 
any such pupil will be coordinated by the Head of Learning Support who will ensure that 
statutory requirements and individual needs are met. 
 
Please also see: Somerhill Learning Support Policy, Somerhill Assessment Policy and the 
Somerhill PSHE Policy. 
Subjects 
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In our Early Years setting, children will experience learning through the three prime and four 
specific areas of learning which are:  
Communication and Language 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Physical Development 
 
Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding the World 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Over their time at our school, the pupils will study the following academic subjects:  
 

English 
Mathematics 
Science  
French 
 

[These core subjects jointly take up approximately half of the children’s curriculum time.] 
 

History 
Geography 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) 
Latin (Yardley Court only, in Years 7 & 8) 
 
The following subjects are also studied: 
 

Music 
Art 
Computing (Digital Literacy) 
Engineering 
Physical Education 
Drama 
Games 
PSHE 
 
Our PSHE (including RSE) programme reflects our aims and ethos and encourages respect for 
other people, paying particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality 
Act 2010. We provide appropriate careers education for Yr 7 and Yr 8 pupils that is presented 
in an impartial manner; enables pupils to make informed choices about a broad range of 
career options and helps to encourage them to fulfil their potential. 
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Somerhill Pre-Prep 
Subject coordinators are required to have or develop a strong knowledge of their 
subject.  They are responsible for leading good practice, supporting colleagues and ensuring 
the profile of their subject is maintained.  They produce annual curriculum reviews and 
development plans and have an input into the resourcing and budget for their subject.   
 
Delivery is primarily through a creative curriculum delivered by the class teacher in six termly 
topics over a two year cycle covering Art, Geography, History and Science. Classes are mixed 
ability and the children’s different needs are met through differentiation. Specialist teaching 
is introduced in Pre-School with weekly music groups and lessons and PE lessons.  Pre-Prep 
classes also receive timetabled Woodland provision. The number of specialist subjects and 
lessons increases each year.  Where appropriate, the children are taught in the school’s shared 
facilities.  
Within SPP we provide a programme of activities which is appropriate to the pupils 
educational needs in relation to personal, social, emotional and physical development. 
Where the school has pupils below compulsory school age, we provide a programme of 
activities which is appropriate to their educational needs in relation to personal, social, 
emotional and physical development and communication and language skills.  
 
 
Derwent Lodge and Yardley Court 
Within Derwent Lodge and Yardley Court, schemes of work, teaching strategies, pupil 
activities, resources and budgets are organised and managed by departmental heads/subject 
coordinators in consultation with the rest of the department.  Subject departments also 
organise and undertake peer observation, monitor the marking of work and arrange subject 
meetings where appropriate. 
 
Derwent Lodge 
Delivery of the curriculum is primarily Form based and in Form rooms from Years 3 to 6 with 
the exception of subjects requiring specialist accommodation and teaching. 

Setting occurs from the Lent Term in Year 4 for Maths only, the rest of the curriculum is 
delivered in a mixed ability setting.  
 
Examinations DL 
Year 6: 11+ Entrance and Scholarship Exams  
In our area, a few schools use the Common Entrance 11+ examinations. These papers are sent 
directly to the Senior School for marking. Other schools set their own entry exams, and the 
girls also sit scholarship examinations for individual schools where appropriate. Details of 
these are available from the DL Curriculum Coordinator who has responsibility for making sure 
individual examination information is available to teaching staff.  
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Yardley Court 
Delivery of the curriculum in Year 3 and 4 is primarily Form based and in Form rooms, with the 
exception of subjects requiring specialist accommodation and teaching. Setting occurs from 
the Lent Term in Year 4 for Maths only.  
From Year 5 onwards, the pupils receive teaching from subject specialists and this may involve 
movement to the relevant teaching rooms. In Years 5 and 6 setting occurs in Maths and 
English.  
Years 7 and 8 focus on the Prep School Baccalaureate whilst retaining Common Entrance 
English and Maths. Pupils are set in Maths, English and French and move to the relevant 
teaching rooms. 
 
Examinations YC 
Boys are prepared for the 11+ Tests and entry examinations to individual schools, including 
ISEB Common Pre-Test and Common Entrance and Scholarship, as appropriate.  
 
Procedure for selecting academic scholars in Yardley Court: 
 

• Initial selection made by the Curriculum Coordinator based on an analysis of 
PTE/PTM and CAT data – generally, scores in excess of 125 are required to be a 
consideration. 

• Meeting of academic Heads of Departments to discuss initial selection during the first 
half of the Year 7 Michaelmas term. 

• Attitude to Learning and Achievement must be considered in equal measure. An 
academic scholar must possess the intrinsic motivation required to drive their studies 
forward.  

• Any concerns regarding a candidate’s suitability must be clearly communicated by 
the Head of Department and added to the meeting minutes (which are agreed by all 
parties). 

• The final decision regarding the proposal of a pupil’s suitability is made by the 
academic team (Curriculum Coordinator, Academic Director, Headmaster). 

• The parents of those boys we would seek to advance towards scholarship (and the 
parents of those boys with a strong academic profile for whom the PSB/CE route is 
deemed more suitable) are contacted by the Curriculum Coordinator and 
Headmaster and a meeting is arranged.  At this meeting, the process/expectations 
and time demands of academic scholarship are clearly outlined. 

• Parents to consider and make a final decision in consultation with their son.  

• Scholarship process commences Lent term of Year 7. 

• The expectation is that scholarship work is differentiated within lessons. Extra 
sessions after school or at the Curriculum Coordinator’s discretion are also 
encouraged – this can include substituting art, games, PE, engineering, drama or 
music lessons for academic scholarship lessons. 
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Year 8: 13+ Common Entrance Exams in English and Mathematics 
The CE exams are held in June and scripts are sent directly to the Senior School for marking. 
In circumstances where the Senior School does not require CE entry, the papers are marked 
internally and results are normally forwarded to the next school. Boys also undertake regular 
assessments as part of the PSB programme in Years 7 and 8. 
 
Other External Exam and Scholarship Examinations 
These could be 11+, 12+ or 13+ entry exams, continuation scholarship or scholarship exams.  
Details of these are available from the YC Curriculum Coordinator who has responsibility for 
making sure individual examination information is available to teaching staff. Appropriate 
mock examinations take place at the normal times where possible.  
 


